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CHAPTER IX. i

THE LABOR. SYSTEM .OF COLONIAL VIRGINTA.
The mt..llwcncc of the first Virginians was such as to en-
able’ them to understand that larger returns might be had

the hand only. Their ambitions were larger than could be

satisfied with the product of their own:hands. ‘Fhey discoy-

ered very soon that in the cultivation of tobacco there was a

large place for wise 'superintendence.  Not that the first Vir-

i ginians were indisposed to labor, for they had already given

- proof of ‘their williﬁgﬁesﬁ to perform hard labor and to en-

dure severe toil in ‘the building up of the colony, It was sim-

piya qucsuou as to what methods woutld produce the largest

results. "It secmcd to them that .instead af cultivating to-

_'Iba'cco in such ‘insignificant patches as only’ one hand could

cara for, that much'larger returns would come from the culti-

vation of such areas as would require many: hands under-wise
Olrectlon.

“The forms: of hbor in the Virginia Colom' lca!Iy distin-
guished it' from the northern colonies. This form of service
grew out'of ‘the necessities of the case. In the cultivation of

g tobacco a cheap form of labor was required, and the papidity
- with which the cultivation of tobacco spread, made an un-
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- was'necessary, if the supply of tobacco should keep pace with
the rapidly increasing demand for'it, that large areas of land
v should: be hronght undcr cultivation, and 'to’ do this much
new land hadito be cléared ‘and many hands had to be there-
fore employed. This:condition will explain the rapid develop-
ment and cstablishment of the form of labor employed in the
Virginia Colony.” ‘At first only ‘white labor ‘was employed,
with herc and there an Indian who had been ‘indentured by
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i ginning in: the employment of negro labor.  The increase of
j hi this class was very slow for many years, |

74150 The systemi- of labor known' as the “'ndenlurc system'’
?__ ™ ; -w_;is the: method employed. . Under such an.arrapgement the

'sich ‘agreements  that’ were nmtually acceptable, and under
~ such conditions as were clearly understood.

from a wise usc ofith¢: brain than from the emplovment of.

“usually hasty and'urgent demand on the labor market., It

Of the white labor'there were two sorts, voluntary: an'd'
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An old Virginia mansion wh:ch dates far back even to' Colonial times.. =

K'-. ; " his parentsi Tt was not.until 1619 that there was even a be- |

“laborer’ cither sold himself': or was sold “to a'ﬁm‘;ter under
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were-people’who were anxious'to come to Virginia but who

those. of ihe worse kind. At any rate, it is' known that from

‘thy persons,

guilty of every possible crime, and were exported to the colo-

additions to the colony were of no real advantage, but rather

mitted. I_‘or_ instance, for a' woman to steal a picce of mead :

involuntary.  There was a cIaés of laborers: who entered of
their own accord into this arrangement of indenture.  They

were unable 'to bear’ the expense of-coming, and who were’
unablerto adequately lequip: themselves for any productiv'el
worlciin theicolony. = So in order to:befin.a posmon ‘to come
to the colony, they selected for a- term-of years to bccome tha
servantsiof‘some:masters with -whom a: satisactory contract
could/be madel ‘Many of tliese were thoroughly good people,
and after the term of indenture e:\p;rcrl took an: honorable ands
useful/ place’in‘the community; none:the less respected and_
esteemed because of their term of -indenttire. :

The mvohmtary class was cemposed of ipeople who for
one. reascn or another, were forced into'service against their
wishes.  There were those who were kidnapped by agents or
mnasters of 'vessels and brought to the colony, These were
usually. ‘taken' from the strects of the larger cities, more espe-
cially from London and Bristol: “The larger part of the kid-
napped «class were boys and girls who had not arrived at the
age of matunty It is easy to see that there ‘might be very
great ‘extremes in the characteriof these people.  Children of
the better stock mlght casily have been kidnapped as well:as

this class: thcr\, came to prominence. and us.cfulucbs some wor-

Among: the involuntary class can also be/placed the crimi-
nalg' who'werce éxported from England to the colony, These.
themselvest are to:be sub-divided:into ‘twa plainly distinct
classes, ‘There was one class of the flagrantly criminal com-
ing/from the lowest conditions, of society, These had been

nies'to be sold into slavery, thus ridding the old country of a
bad class of people and saying expenses incident to the.en-
forcement of penalties,  Although' there was-an exceedingly:
great necessity for labor, it was early discovered that such

introduced ‘an element of danger that had been succesfully
avoided! up to: this time. il
Of tha class of criminals there were many whose ofienses
had been comparatively light, the penalty:for their wrong-
d.om]:{ being all aut of proportion in severity to the crime com=




